Times are Changing
The Great Black-backed Gull - by Bruce Di Labio

Over the years, | have noticed a
number of changes in the status of
certain species in the Ottawa area.
One change that stands out more
than others is the significant
increase in the number of Great
Black-backed Gulls. In an annotated
checklist The Birds of the Ottawa
Region, written by Ron Pittaway
(Ottawa Field Naturalists Club Trail
& Landscape Vol. 3 #1, 1969), the
Great Black-backed Gull was
considered to be a scarce migrant.

During the early to mid-70s, as [
birded along the river in October, |
began to see Great Black-backed
Gulls along the Ottawa River as they
came in to roost in the evening. |
found these birds resting on the log
booms at Kitchissippi and Remic
lookouts. In the early 70s [ would
see a few birds in October and early
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November and by the late 70s to
early 80s the Great Black-backed
was a regular migrant to our region.

In the 80s and early 90s,
numbers began to significantly
increase, from the 100s to 1000s.
They began to arrive as early as
August and stay later, often until
December. Some years, hundreds
could be found still lingering along
the Ottawa River well into January
or early February.

Our region has now reached the
point where a small number of
Great Black-backed, along with
Herring, Glaucous and Iceland gulls
have over-wintered. On January 19,
2007 on the Rideau River, near
Manotick, I observed 650 Great
Black-backed Gulls resting on the
ice and open water! What a difference
38 years has made!
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Soar With The Birds
Then Stay in Comjort.

(.

Explore Ontario’s birding
hotspots in Essex, Kent,
Haldimand and Norfolk
counties. Then, complete
your day with a great night’s
rest at the Comfort Inn,
where your satisfaction is
always guaranteed.

Our Birders’ Package includes:
® Accommodation for two

® Deluxe Continental Breakfast
for two

® Special birding info available
® Area birding drive tour
Special rates during the
spring and fall birding seasons.
Call for details

For reservations, call

1-800-228-5150

and ask for the “P-BIRD” package

BY CHOICE HOTELS

519-426-2611
85 The Queensway
Simcoe ON
www.choicehotels.ca/cn295

519-352-5500
1100 Richmond St.
Chatham ON
www.choicehotels.ca/cn262
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